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CK organizing project (bop) 
ixvolvemhnt in bombings 
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BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) 



John Bey Soc^jlptv '' and that they had been trying to get 
money rrom'white merchants for "protection" but could not 
get it and "now we'll have to take it." He said "We'll 
burn the town in order to waken the people. He said he 
would let someone else do the burning. Oree McKenzie said, 
"Sciara’s is going to get burned"because John B. had a 
*run-in* with the proprietor." 

Source two added that it was apparent that at about 
9:00 p.m. June 6, 1968, John B. Smith told Ben Berry that the 
latter and- his group should make the Molotov cocktails at 
Berry's house, 59 E. Triggs. At Smith's apartment Arthur 
Norwood, John Henry Ferguson, Womax Stevenson, one Giller 
(phonetic), Monroe Hinds Jr. and Eric "Lard" Holman- rubbed 
th;d^ir arms -#ith alcohol, put on dark clothes and left. The 
Allowing assignments were made to burn: 



Hyman's Builders 
Sciara 's Grocery 
Store at Kansas and Ingle 
l)owning's Grocery 



Ferguson and group 
Norwood and group 
Stevenson and group 
"Lard" Holman and group. 



On June 7 1968, Lt . E. H. Arkin said that between 

(11:15 p.m and midnight June €, 1968, three groceries were set 
Bfire; namely, Sciara 's, grocery at Florida and Ingle and a 
grocery at 6670 Kansas. The Memphis Fire Department put out 
Sciara 's and the Kansas fires early With little damage. The 
^ngle grocery was burned. j 

On August 7, 1968, Lt . Arkin said the fire marshal's 
offic e is still investigating the fires. 

On the night of June 24, 1968, Capt. Jewell G Ray, 
Intelligence Unit, Memphis Police Department , advised that 
Invaders Oree McKenzie, Arthur Norwood and Womax Stevenson 
planned to fire bomb a Texaco service station at South Parkway 
West and Swift. He said that prior to this Melvin Smith had 
said, "Memphis is going to burn tonight. South Memphis has 
its 'thing' ready." Monroe Hinds Jr., who with all of the 
above are Invaders, told his associates to watch "tomorrow's" 
(June 25, 1968) papers. Ho also said that Invader Emmett 
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